
Big Buzz Bass Tournament 
 

Official Rules  
 
 

The following rules will remain unchanged. Interpretation and enforcement of these rules shall be left  exclusively to the Tournament 
Director. In the event of a rule violation, the Tournament Director may impose such sanctions as he deems appropriate, including, 
without limitation, disqualification, and forfeiture of prizes, entry fee and prohibition from participation in subsequent tournaments. 
The decision of the Tournament Director and tournament officials shall be final in all matters. The Tournament Director reserves the 
right to refuse any entry for any reason. 

 Participants and Eligibility: This tournament is open to all teams consisting of at least one person of legal age.  

 Practice and Competition: There will be NO OFF-LIMITS PERIOD for this tournament. During the tournament, a team 

may not have the assistance or advice of anyone for the purposes of locating or catching bass, a professional guide, state 

or federal wildlife agency employee, or any other person deemed an "expert" on these tournament waters by the       

Tournament Director, unless they are a competitor in the tournament. No team may buy or barter a fishing location from 

any other competitor for use during competition. During the tournament, a competitor may not use any type of            

electronic communication device for the purpose of locating or catching fish. A designated tournament official shall not 

be prohibited from boarding any competitor's boat at any time during the tournament. Each competitor agrees to report 

to the Tournament Director any violation or infraction of any Tournament Rule. Failure to report violations, or             

suggestions to violate these Rules, or false verification of weigh-in forms will be cause for disqualification. Protests must 

be filed in writing within 15 minutes of the conclusion of the weigh-in. 

 Safety: Safe boat conduct must be observed at all times by tournament competitors. During the tournament, each 

competitor is required to wear a Coast Guard-approved chest-type life preserver any time the combustion engine is     

operating. Violation of this rule shall be reason for disqualification. 

 Sportsmanship: Competitors are expected to follow high standards of sportsmanship, courtesy, safety and      

conservation. Any infraction of these fundamental sporting principles may be deemed cause for disqualification. Use of 

alcohol or drugs (other than those purchased over the counter or prescribed by a licensed physician) by any competitor 

during tournament hours extending through weigh-in, will not be tolerated and shall be cause for immediate        

disqualification from this and all future Buzz Benefit Tournaments. Maximum courtesy must be practiced at all times, 

especially with regard to boating and angling in the vicinity of non-competitors who may be on tournament waters. Any 

act of a competitor which reflects unfavorably upon efforts to promote fisheries conservation, clean waters and courtesy, 

shall be reason for disqualification. Competitors are bound by all prevailing state and federal statutes and regulations 

with regard to fishery management and boat operation 

 Tackle and Equipment: Only artificial lures may be used. No "live bait" or "prepared bait" will be permitted, with 

the exception of pork strips, rinds, etc. Only ONE casting, spin casting or spinning rod and reel may be used at any one 

time. Other rigs as specified above may be in boat ready for use; however, only ONE is permitted in use at any given time. 

Trolling as a method of fishing is prohibited. All bass must be caught live and in a conventional sporting manner. Any 

team guilty of snatching or snagging visible fish will have their catch disqualified. When visually fishing for bedding bass, 

all bass must be hooked inside the mouth and must be verified by your partner before being unhooked to be counted as a 

legal fish.  

 Boat and Motor: For the safety of all competitors, All boats must be equipped with an operable ignition shut -off 

device. This ignition-kill device must be attached to the driver's body any time the combustion engine is operating.  

 Basic Boat Equipment: Every boat must have all required Coast Guard safety equipment. In addition, it must 

have a    functional bilge pump and live well space, properly aerated to adequately maintain alive a tournament limit of 

bass. Tournament officials shall have the sole responsibility for determining whether aeration and capacity are proper 

and adequate. 



 Permitted Fishing Locations: OFF LIMITS is inside the rock points at the Murray Park upriver boat ramp. Competitors are 

expected to extend courtesy and use good judgment when entering an area that is being fished by another team. Any waters 

posted “Off-Limits” or “No Fishing” by local, state, or federal authorities will be Off-Limits. Only that water open to all public 

fishing will be considered tournament waters. All angling must be done from the boat. Competitors wishing to change fish 

habitat by placing any object in the tournament waters may do so if such action does not violate state or federal        regula-

tions. Competitors may not restrict the movement of bass by damming, boxing, and/or transplanting or importing fish from 

another body of water or the tournament waters. 

 Competitors Must Remain In Boat: During the tournament, competitors must not depart the boat to land fish or to make 

the boat more accessible to fishing waters. Teams must leave and return to official checkpoint by boat. Both competitors 

must remain in boat at all times except in case of dire emergency. In such an emergency, competitors may be removed from 

their boat to: (1) a boat operated by another team in the Buzz Benefit Tournament or (2) a rescue boat designated by the 

Tournament Director. Trailering of boats during tournament hours is prohibited, except by the direction of tournament    

officials. 

 Scoring: Tournament standings and final winners shall be determined by the weight of each team ’s catch during the     

tournament. Only Largemouth, Smallmouth, or Spotted bass will be weighed. The limit shall be 5 of the above species and 

varieties per day, unless otherwise specified by tournament officials. At no time shall a team have in possession more than 

the tournament limit. Tournament officials will conduct checks for violation of this provision, and in the event a team has 

more than the above-described limits in possession, shall cull the largest bass first, down to the limit described. The official 

length for bass shall be 14 inches for largemouth and 12 inches for spotted bass and smallmouth. Bass presented for   

weigh-in which fail to measure the official length will not be weighed and the team shall accrue penalties at the rate of 1 

pound for each such bass. This penalty shall be deducted from the total score of the team. Any bass that appears to have 

been mangled, mashed, mauled or otherwise altered will be weighed and credited only at the discretion of tournament   

officials. Bass must not be placed on a stringer at any time during the tournament. 

 Ties: In the case of a tie between two teams, the prize money for both places will be added together and split equally.  

 Catch and Release: It is the intent of the Buzz Benefit Tournament to release all bass alive to tournaments waters. In the 

event of dead fish, for each legal dead bass presented to weigh-in officials, teams shall be penalized 4 ounces or .25 pounds, 

to be deducted from the team’s total weight. The Tournament Director and his designated appointees shall have sole       

authority for assessing penalty points. 

 Late Penalty: All teams must be off pad and within 50 yards of the launch area in plain sight by their check in times. All 

fishing must cease upon check-in. Check in times and flights will be announced before take-off. Teams that are late will be 

disqualified. 


